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Bangiya Antariksha Sanskritik Samiti (BASS) blends
Bengali culture with the spirit of space exploration. Our
organising team includes scientists from ISRO & PRL and
community members.

Stubhe Sharodiya!




It is indeed a moment of great pleasure for me writing this note of invocation for Devi Durga
through the maiden edition of the souvenir of Bongiya Antariksha Sanskritik Samiti (BASS) as
a part of the very first celebration of Durga Puja by the Samiti. It is not only a religious
celebration, but also a colourful demonstration of a culture which is so primordial of
quintessential Bengali ethos.

More than thousand miles away from our home, we, the uprooted Bengalis, crave for the
festivities during this time of the year. Though here in Gujarat, the concurrent celebration of
Navratri partly quenches our thirst, but the very sunlight of autumn makes us nostalgic and
reminds us of the drum (‘dhak’ for the Bengalis) beats, of the Shefalis and the Kash phools.

There are much bigger Bengali associations in the nearby areas where Puja is celebrated
majestically and we are very much part of these celebrations. But still it was a long-cherished
dream of ours to have the opportunity of welcoming our own Durga ma among us, to our own
house, the SAC Vikram Nagar Colony in this case.

We, the Bengalis and our friends from other eastern states who are associated with the Space
related activities, have been celebrating Saraswati puja in Satellite area since over past forty
years or so. But we never dared to even think about the herculean task of celebrating the
Durga puja on our own, with all its required elaborate arrangements for all the five days. So,
initially many apprehensions came to our minds when the core members of the organizing
committee came with the proposal of having a separate puja celebration. But because of the
infectious enthusiasm of this team, within no time the fervour gained such a momentum that
nothing looked impossible. Probably with the experience of handling much bigger projects in
official capacity, the team made everything possible within a very short time. The entire event
was planned meticulously with effective use of the social media platforms and even the
process of collecting donations was done online, kudos to the tech-savvy team!

To conclude, it is a commendable team effort that has finally culminated in to the success. For
an event of this scale, teething problems are bound to come. Let us keep our spirits high and
continue to work together with the same zeal and zest and hope that with the divine blessings
of maa Durga, the celebration will be a memorable one.

Best regards,

Sumitesh Sarkar




When on a rain-soaked afternoon of late July, about a couple of months back, Prantik, Koushik
and Moumita walked into my room to announce their intention to organize Durga Puja this
year, | was sort of taken aback. The news itself, like a sudden flash, came almost out of
nowhere. A strange feeling of nervous anticipation mixed with an unmistakable sense of joy
swept through me. My first reaction was, are we even aware what are we getting into?
Organizing Saraswati Puja which, the Bengali Space Community of SAC and PRL do religiously
every year, is one thing. But, organizing Durga Puja (or Pujo, as the Bengalis would say), which
is a much more elaborate and enduring event, is surely a different cup of chaa. | am so happy
and, in a way, re-assured to know that the preparations are in full swing. The young and
energetic scientists and engineers from our Space community have taken it upon themselves
to plan and execute this mammoth ceremonial event so meticulously, as they would do for a
very important Space project. Each and every aspect and the minutest of details have been
carefully addressed and attended to. That, even the sponsorships, an iffy part in this whole
arrangement, have been secured in a reasonably satisfactory manner, speaks volume about
the determined efforts made by the organizing team. There is no doubt in my mind that the
Durga Puja celebrations this year — a first of its kind mega event of this magnitude and
proportions will be a watershed moment in the socio-cultural and religious annals of SAC, PRL
and associated entities. By the time these thoughts are put in print and the first copies of the
Souvenir are in your hands, the fragrance, colours and sounds of Pujo would have spread all
around filling your hearts with celebratory joy and ethereal light.

| take this opportunity to wish each one of you ‘Shubho Durga Pujo’ (Happy Durga Puja). May
your life be filled with happiness, peace and prosperity with the blessings of Maa Durga.

Best regards

Somya Sarkar




I still remember the first Durga Puja celebration that | attended here in Ahmedabad just after
joining SAC during 1987. Finding the venue of Durga Puja those days was not easy for us
because we were too new in this city, not even knowing most of our senior Bengalis in the
office. Celebration of Saraswati Puja in the year 1988, of course, gave us the opportunities to
know all our senior Bengali colleagues. Although, we organize and celebrate Saraswati Puja
every year, it has taken almost four decades to bring our dream of organizing and celebrating
Durga Puja of our own into reality - a very first celebration of Durga Puja being organized by
us.

It has been indeed a very proud moment for me to write this note on the occasion of our
maiden edition of the souvenir of Bongiyo Antarikha Sanskritik Samniti. Durga Puja is not just

a festival restricted within Bengali communities, this is a major cultural and social event in

India, symbolizing the victory of good over evil and the celebration of life. Its common themes
are to bring communities together, transcending social and religious barriers to promote unity
in diversity. When the idea of celebrating five day long Durga Puja was conceived only about
two months ago, | was slightly hesitant. But the enthusiasm and meticulous planning that was
tabled and discussed, | had no doubt about the abilities of our new generation professionals
who are excelling in their own fields of Space Search and Technologies.

Finally, let us celebrate the festival of Durga Puja with all our enthusiasm, leaving aside few
lapses, that might arise while organizing the event of this magnitude and pray to Debi Durga
showers her blessings upon us.

With Best Regards

Debajyoti Dhar
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GF-6, Sarthi Avenue, Opp. Revati Tower,
Ramdevnagar, Cross Road, Satellite,
Ahmedabad-380015. Gujarat, India.
Email : cshah5773@gmail.com

Free Home Delivery
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Tarang Sangini

Ananya Chaurasia

She speaks of light bending,
Of photons swallowed whole,
A force so consuming

Even brilliance must yield.

| speak of fire rising,
of torches that refuse to dim,
a hunger so relentless

even silence must break

She moves in precise angles,
geometry traced in each step.
| move in spirals, fluid, endless,

my rhythm a tide against her
symmetry.

Bharatnatyam strikes the earth,
Odishi sways with wind-

so different, yet bound by beat,
like theory and movement,

like logic and rebellion.

She calculates distances;

| measure the weight of history.
But in this shared space of motion,
where light bends and feet falter,
the question remains-

will our paths align or pull away?
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KAKA NA VADAPAYV -
MARCHA VALA LIVE!

Kaka Na Vadapav brings you the
v unbeatable taste of Mumbai-style
Vadapav with the fiery twist of

Marcha Vala that keeps you coming
v back for more!

v Freshly prepared LIVE

KAKA NA v Authentic taste, unbeatable spice
: VAD PAV Vv Perfect for foodies & spice lovers

v/ A must-visit spot for Vadapav
enthusiasts
1A D¢
CH AA VALA Address: Bhuyangdev Charrasta,
IVE Sola Road, Ahmedabad
: Contact: 9157771514
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Sidiksha Deb

Sketch by

nika

Maa Durga - Sketch by A

Shukla

Sketch by Arjo Mitra
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Reflections in Shaded Grace

A stunning pencil portrait by Anvesha Roy
Chowdhury, where every stroke whisper
emotion and every shade tell a story.

Sketch by Rudranil Misra
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patience,
intelligence and
observation. The
pencil shading
captures the owl's

and artistic precision into one stunning creation.
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Mukherjee
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Sharodotsava in Changing Times
Dr Abhijit Sarkar

Durgotsava (or Sharodotsava) depicting
the victory of ‘Righteousness’ over ‘Evil’
(or ‘Justice’ over ‘Injustice’) is celebrated
over a large part of Indian subcontinent
covering the Indo-Gangetic plains and
deltaic regions of Brahmaputra-Ganges-
Meghna; its footprint is seen much
beyond Bengal. It is widely celebrated in
the present-day states of West Bengal,
Odisha, Assam, Tripura, Bihar,
Jharkhand. It coincides with Dussehra
festivals celebrated in many parts of the
country, in addition to the colorful
Navaratri festivals in Gujarat, Kullu
Dussehra in Himachal Pradesh, and
Dasara or Nada Habba in Mysore.
Traditions blossoming out of the all-
embracing  religious  practices in
congenial and harmonious socio-cultural
milieu, roll on from generation to
generation.

Durga Puja’s recorded history can be
traced to the late Medieval period.
Interesting paintings (possibly 16™"/17t
century) depicting worship of Goddess
Durga can be seen in the Archives. Over
these centuries, the region was largely
governed by Sultans, Nawabs under the
Moghuls and later by the representatives
of the British. It is noteworthy that during
the last five hundred years or so, Durga
Puja continued to be celebrated with
undiminished grandeur and festivity,
even though there was no large Hindu
kingdom in this region during this
period.From the recorded reference,

Durga Puja was started as Bonedi
Pujo,hosted by the Zamindars and elites
of the society. There is a reference of 12
friends organizing a Baroyari Pujo in
Kolkata in late 18" Century, from where
the term ‘Baro-yari’ emerged. It took the
form of Sarbojonin Pujo (Community
Puja) in 1910, when people
transcending caste and class
participated in Puja held in the Baghbajar
area of Kolkata.

The story of Sharodatsava will be
incomplete without the mention of the
significant role played by Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose. Netaji championed the
idea of Sarbojonin, an all-inclusive
community-based celebration of Durga
Puja, providing a platform for
harmonious social interaction fostering
national spirit. While imprisoned in British
jail at Mandalay in the 1920s, Netaji
impressed upon the British authorities to
allow the Hindu jail inmates to celebrate
their festival, firmly upholding the right to
follow one’s faith.

The timing of Durga Puja is decided by
the well-known lunisolar calendar, and is
seen to coincide with the last phase of
south-west monsoon, and beginning of
harvest in the large part of Indo-Gangetic
plains and deltaic regions of
Brahmaputra and beyond. Blossoming of
many flowers, such as Parijat (Sheuli),
Kaash Phool and Marigold during this
season enhances the verve and mood of
the festival.

Historical upheavals and episodic natural
events have occurred over the
centuries.Over the last 500 years, India
has experienced a range of natural
climatic events, including droughts,
floods and cyclones. These events have
significantly impacted society, including
the scale of festivities. But even in such
adverse conditions, there was no laxity in
welcoming Goddess Durga and
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organising the celebrations. The Durga Puja festival is now on UNESCO’s list of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Human ity! “During the event, the divides of class, religion
and ethnicities collapse as crowds of spectators walk around to admire the installations”,
this description in UNESCO website makes us all proud of our precious cultural heritage.
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Cosmic Curiosity and the Spirit of Durga Puja

Dr. Indranil Misra

Durga Puja is
one of the
most vibrant
and
cherished
festivals  of
India, and in
Bengal it
holds a
special place
at the very
L heart of
cultural life. It is the time when families
and communities come together, the
beats of the dhak fill the air, new clothes
are worn with pride, and an atmosphere
of joy and togetherness surrounds us.
Yet, beyond the celebrations, a
guestion often arises in my mind: Why
do we celebrate Durga Puja? Is
Goddess Durga truly  present
somewhere, perhaps in another realm
or universe? Across generations,
countless stories and interpretations
have attempted to answer this. But at its
core, it also connects with a deeper

cosmic curiosity: is there really a higher
power who sees us, feels us, and guides
us?

In our modern digital age—soon
advancing into the quantum era—we can
process immense amounts of information
and solve some of the most complex
problems known to humanity. But can
science, or even quantum theories,
answer this timeless question: Is there
someone beyond our universe? Perhaps
what we perceive is only a fragment,
limited to the visible band of the
electromagnetic spectrum. Could there be
realities unfolding in other dimensions and
frequencies, invisible to us, yet profoundly
influencing existence?

These unanswered questions spark both
wonder and humility. Still, one truth
remains clear: whenever we celebrate
cultural festivals like Durga Puja, we feel
joy, togetherness, and hope. Perhaps the
divine message lies here—that humanity
should remain united, cherish life, and
create a world that is happier and more
harmonious.
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Interestingly, the quest of space
science also aligns with this cosmic
curiosity: to discover life beyond Earth.
With technological advancements and
deeper exploration, we may one day
uncover answers to questions that have
remained mysteries for ages.

Until then, Durga Puja continues to remind
us of the eternal balance between faith,
science, and the human spirit—a
celebration that uplifts us while also
igniting our cosmic curiosity.
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From the Launchpad to the Pandal: A Dream Realized
Debi Comes to the Amicable Space farers

Mistimita Arup Roy Chowdhury

In the silent, vast expanse of the
cosmos, where equations dictate
motion and precision is the language,
there exists a unique kind of
Actuation. It is not governed by gravity
alone, but by the heartstrings of
tradition, the timeless rhythm of
dhaak, and the collective dream of a
community. For the Scientists and
Engineers of Ahmedabad Chapter
Space Applications Centre (SAC) and
the Physical Research Laboratory
(PRL)—the architects of India’s
celestial destiny—this pull towards
their cultural roots has always been a
constant, humming in the background
like a persistent, comforting harmonic
frequency. 2025 marks a historic
convergence. It is the very year this
long-awaited dream manifests into
reality: the first joint venture by the

scientific communities to celebrate
Durga Pujo.

This is more than an event; it is a
testament to the fact that the minds
that calculate orbital trajectories and
unravel the mysteries of the universe,
are also the same hearts that beat for
the Divine, for the Triumph of Good
over evil, and for the warmth of
community togetherness.

In the hallowed silence of control
rooms and the pristine glow of data
screens, they command metal and
code to dance among the stars. They
are the cartographers of the cosmos,
navigators of the void, forever
listening to the silent whisper of
Physics that binds the Universe. Yet,
beneath the hum of servers and the
precision of algorithms, another
frequency of a uniform vibe has always
pulsed—a primal rhythm, a silent
yearning for the scent of Shiuli flowers
and the vibrant Eternal Bliss.

This year, 2025, that silent frequency
found its wavelength. This is the story
of a different kind of launch—not just
of a spacecraft take-off, but of a
vision. An aspiration that Maa Durga, in
all Her Glory and Magnificence, would
grace our world of equations and
extend Her Blessings to the very tools
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that touch the Celestial realm of
Exosphere. This unified enterprise is
the most heartfelt mission: to build a
bridge between the infinite cosmos
and the intimate pandal, and to prove
that the spirit that seeks to understand
the universe is the same spirit that
finds its solace in the Divine. Our
Nation is often celebrated for her giant
leaps—to name a few from the recent
ones---the Mangalyaan that captured
the world's imagination, the
Chandrayaan that touched the lunar
south pole, the Aditya-L1 that
journeyed to kiss the Sun. These
missions are our offerings to the altar
of human curiosity and national pride.
But this Pujo is an exclusive. This is
built on a foundation of very tiny
steps. The sparks of thoughts, the
quiet suggestion in the cafeteria, the
enthusiastic WhatsApp message that
constructed a group ‘Aamader
Durgapujo Udyog’ (Our Pujo Initiative
and Enterprise), the meticulous and
micro- planning between complex
mission deadlines, putting up the
hoardings amidst the lash spell of rain,
the gentle nod from leadership that
understood the profound need for this
cultural synthesis. These small, human
steps are, in their own right, as
significant as any high-definition
launch. They are the stepping stones
that bridge the gap between the
infinite cosmos and the intimate
pandal, proving that one does not
diminish the other but rather, makes
the holistic whole.

And so, as the final calculations are
made and the Countdown to Mahalaya
begins, we stand at the culmination of
Project Ananda: Calculating the
Trajectory of Celebration. Our
hearts, like perfectly -calibrated
instruments, register an Exuberance
and Ecstasy that knows no bounds—a
payload of euphoria successfully
deployed into the atmosphere of our
collective spirit. This is more than

mere happiness; it is the triumphant
data confirming a hypothesis of the
soul. We have achieved A Perfect
Alignment: Science, Spirit, and the
2025 Mission, a celestial event where
the orbit of tradition synchronizes
flawlessly with the velocity of
progress. In this singular moment, the
equations of devotion are solved, the
gravity of culture holds us firm, and
our collective cheer—Asche Bochor
Abar Hobe!— echoes through the
cosmos, not just as a prayer, but as a
universal constant, as certain as the
stars we strive to reach.

The Gravitational Pull of Culture: A
2025 Experiment in Joy If we were to
design an experiment to measure joy,
what would the parameters be? The
decibel level of shared laughter? The
luminous intensity of a thousand diyas?
The collective energy of a ‘dhaak’s
rhythm, ‘Dhunuchi’ dance or the
blowing ‘shankho’s? This Durga Pujo is
our most ambitious experiment yet. Its
hypothesis: that the values we uphold
in our labs—collaboration, precision,
dedication, uniformity as well as the
difference of opinions and the pursuit
of a profound truth—are the very same
values that animate a truly spiritual and
cultural celebration.

This is Synchronicity in Orbit: A Pujo
of Cosmic Proportions. Just as our
satellites require perfect
synchronization with ground stations
and with each other, the coming
together of ISRO and PRL families for
this Pujo is a marvel of human
coordination and shared purpose.
Here, the orbit is that of the
pradakshina, the trajectory is the
journey of the Graceful Goddess from
Her Heavenly Abode to our midst, and
the payload is pure, unadulterated
ananda.

We invoke Maa Durga, the embodiment
of Shakti and Energy—the fundamental
force we spend our lives studying. We
celebrate the powerful Goddess who
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rides a lion into battle, just as we steer
our rockets through the fiercest
challenges. We honour Maa Saraswati,
the goddess of knowledge and wisdom,
who presides over every calculation,
every line of code, and every eureka
moment in our libraries and clean
rooms. We seek the Blessings of
Lakshmi for prosperity, not just
material, but the prosperity of spirit, of
ideas, and of national well-being that
our work aims to ensure.

This benchmark is the pivotal point of
the beautiful singularity. It captures the
spirit of a community that looks
fearlessly into the future while holding
the treasures of its past close to its

heart. It is a reminder that before they
are scientists, they are the very
humans. And it is in our humanity—our
culture, our traditions, our shared
celebrations—that we find the ultimate
source of energy to power our journey
to the stars. As the echoes of ‘Bolo
Durga Mai-ki Jai’” resound under the
canopy of our pandal, let it be known
that this cheer also carries the hopes of
a nation reaching for the Firmament. It
is the sound of tradition launching
ambition. It is the footsteps of
homecoming. No matter how far we
travel, the greatest journey is always
the one that brings us back to each
other.
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The bong couples
Priyanka Saha Pramanik

\ll/

Here the scorching sunlight reflects off
the uneven surfaces of waves, creating
multiple, sparkling points of light on the
water's surface. It creates a magical
view of the sea side.

Hulsky: Hi!

Hiski: What happen?

Hulsky: | want to tell you something.
Hiski: What?

Hulsky: | love you. | mean | want to
marry you. Hiski: What?

Hulsky: I will always take care of you.
Please be mine forever.

Hiski’s grinning face seemed to be
silvery and more gorgeous. Hulsky was
very cheerful that day.

Hulsky and Hiski started their lives
merrily. They swam all around the sea
and explored different marine visions.
They dived in their colorful dreams. It
was about to rain and they both were
ready to enjoy the rain.

Hulsky: Hiski, are you ready?

Hiski: Yes, Afterall we are anadromous.
Hulsky: Let’s go and be alert.

Hiski: Yes!

Hulsky and Hiski started swimming
towards the river. They were moving
swiftly. Suddenly, Hulsky  felt
something.

Hulsky: Hiski! be alert; fishermen
spread their nets. Come this side.

Hiski became cautious and followed
Hulsky. After one month of adventurous
journey, they finally reached the river
side. They were very happy. They
migrated upstream into freshwater
rivers to spawn.
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Hiski laid eggs and Husky released
sperm to fertilize them. She released
her eggs onto a foamy broth created by
him in the water, allowing for external
fertilization.

Hulsky: We have to return Hiski.

Hiski: | can’t leave my eggs alone like
this.

Hulsky: We are anadromous. We
should follow the rules of nature
generation after generation.

Hiski: But, what about our eggs. | can't,
please.

Hulsky: The river's current and
available food sources will support the
larvae and juveniles, which then
migrate downstream to the sea to
mature.

Let’s go. Hiski and Hulsky started going
back to the big sea. Suddenly, a violent
storm raged at the seashore. Hulsky
and Hiski became separated.

Hulsky: Hiski! Where are you? Please
reply.

Hiski: Hulsky! Hulsky! Where are you?
God, please save me. | am trapped in
the net. Please save me.

Raghu, the fisherman: Hooray! Today,
there will be a feast with this hilsa fish.
Hulsky returned back to the sea alone.
He spent his days with the sweet
memories of Hiski. He had been waiting
for their eggs to be hatched. Their
millions of hilsa larvae hatched in the
river, where they found food and a safe
environment to grow into

juvenile fish. Once they became
juveniles, they  migrated back
downstream to the sea to Hulsky,
completing their life cycle.

That time Hulsky was at the door step
to welcome their juveniles.
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Pujo Parboner Sorse Mocha

Sayanti Mukherjee

A traditional Bengali festive delicacy with mocha (banana blossom) and mustard flavour.

Ingredients

(i) Banana flower
(mocha) - cleaned,
chopped & boiled
with salt +
turmeric

(ii) Potatoes — cut
lengthwise,

(iii) Green chilies,
(iv) Tomato -
chopped,

(v) Ginger paste,

(vi) Salt —to taste,

(vii) Turmeric powder, (viii) Mustard oil,

(ix) Kaloniji (kalo jeera / nigella seeds),

(x) Motor dal (yellow split peas) — soaked for 1
hour, (xi) Mustard seed paste — mix of yellow

& black mustard, leaves

(optional)

(xii) Coriander

Method
Prepare the mocha (banana blossom):

e Chop and wash the mocha.

e Boil with a little salt and turmeric
powder.

e Drain the water completely and smash
lightly. Set aside.

Make mocha bora (fritters):

e Soak motor dal for about 1 hour. Drain
the water.

e Grind into a smooth paste with green
chilies, ginger, salt, and turmeric
powder.

e Mix in the smashed boiled mocha with
the dal paste.

e Heat mustard oil in a kadai and fry
small fritters. Set aside.

Cook the curry base:

e Heat mustard oil again in the kadai.

e Add kalonji (kalo jeera) for tempering.

e Add the sliced potatoes, fry with salt
and turmeric until golden.

e Now add ginger paste, chopped
tomato, and green chilies. Sauté well
until the tomato softens and oil
separates.

Simmer the curry:

e Add water and let the potatoes cook
until soft.

e Once done, add the fried mocha bora.

e Stir in the mustard seed paste (yellow
+ black mustard mix).

e Let it simmer for 2 minutes so the
flavours blend.

Final touch:

e Garnish with fresh coriander leaves
(optional).

e Drizzle a spoon of raw mustard oil
before serving for that authentic
Bengali aroma.

Serving Suggestion: Best enjoyed hot with
plain steamed rice during festive meals.

Page 34



"“Invite Differently, Invite Digitally"
#*Make Every Celebration Digital & Memorable¥#:

We Create: *f@ Scan & Explore My Work
Wedding E-invites & @
Baby Announcements @ i
Engagement & Party E-Cards :
Trendy Animated Invitations »

Why Us?

+/ Unique, modern & customized designs

«/ Easy to share on Whatsapp & social media
+/ Most trending way to invite loved ones

+/ Over 300+ happy clients worldwide

®
BTH

TBUG

@ Turn your special moments into
unforgettable digital stories!

=

@the.velvetbug










Durga a{” \
2025 (R

BEST WISHES FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON

The Supreme Industries Ltd.
www.supreme.co.in

Auth. Distributor : 9998100388 (Bipinbhai)




